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Opdam ran away thinking it would be crushed.
His second-in-command retrieved the error
(battle of Eckeren, July 2) and Marlborough
unjustly got the blame even from the Dutch. Ten
days later Marlborough again created an oppor-
tunity by manoeuvring Villeroi out of his lines,
but the Dutch were now far too frightened to con-
sent easily to a battle, and while they debated the
chance was lost. So for the remainder of a dis-
appointing campaign Marlborough had to be
content with the capture of two petty fortresses,
Huy below Liege on the Meuse (August 25) and
Limburg, which was then Spanish territory
(September 27). Under the terms of the Grand
Alliance, both the Dutch and the Emperor's re-
presentative claimed the right to administer
Limburg, and Marlborough had to arrange a
clever but temporary compromise. After the fall
of Limburg he sourly observed that he " was not
fond of staying with an army that does nothing
but eat forage/5 and returned to England as soon
as he could.

Marlborough's claims to be a great statesman
and diplomatist would stand higher if he had
exerted himself as actively over far-reaching de-
cisions of national policy as he did over matters in
which the strength of the Army or the working
unity of his military alliance was directly con-
cerned. His attitude to the treaty with Portugal,
which had been concluded in May, 1703, is a case
in point. He had long pressed for an alliance with
Portugal so as to secure Lisbon as a base for the
English Navy, but seems to have been indifferent
to the terms of the Treaty. Yet one of its terms